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Abstract 

This paper offers an eco‑critical reinterpretation of Edward Bond’s The Bundle, extending 

Sameeul Haq Nazki’s Marxist analysis by foregrounding ecological dimensions of Bond’s 

dramaturgy. While Nazki situates the play within revolutionary discourse and class struggle, 

this study highlights how ecological concerns—scarcity, survival, and environmental 

degradation—intersect with moral dilemmas and leftist politics. Through the lens of 

ecocriticism, the river motif and resource scarcity are examined as symbols of both social and 

ecological precarity. Bond’s critique of capitalism is thus revealed as inseparable from 

ecological exploitation, urging audiences to envision justice that is simultaneously social and 

environmental. By integrating environmental humanities into the analysis, the paper 

demonstrates how Bond’s theatre functions as ecological pedagogy, challenging 

anthropocentric revolutionary ideals and expanding compassion to include non‑human life. 

This eco‑critical perspective situates The Bundle as a text of urgent relevance to contemporary 

debates on climate change, ecological justice, and sustainable futures. 
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Introduction 

Sameeul Haq Nazki’s paper, published in the International Journal Online of 

Humanities (Vol. 10, Issue 6, 2024), examines Edward Bond’s The Bundle through a Marxist 

lens, foregrounding themes of class struggle, capitalism, and collective responsibility. While 

Nazki’s study is rigorous in its socio-political analysis, it leaves unexplored the ecological 

dimensions of Bond’s dramaturgy. This eco-critical critique extends Nazki’s arguments by 

situating The Bundle within the framework of environmental humanities, highlighting how 

ecological concerns intersect with revolutionary politics and moral dilemmas. 

By integrating ecocriticism, this paper argues that Bond’s play critiques not only 

capitalism’s social injustices but also its ecological destructiveness, urging audiences to 

envision justice that is both social and environmental. 

Ecocriticism as Framework 

Ecocriticism interrogates the relationship between literature and the environment, 

emphasizing: 

• Representation of nature in texts. 

• Human–nature interactions and their ethical implications. 

• Critique of anthropocentrism and capitalist exploitation of ecological systems. 

As Glotfelty and Fromm (1996) note, ecocriticism is “the study of the relationship 

between literature and the physical environment.” Buell (1995) further emphasizes that 

environmental imagination in literature shapes cultural responses to ecological crises. 

Garrard (2012) expands this by identifying ecocriticism as a critique of anthropocentrism, 

exposing how human-centered ideologies marginalize ecological concerns. 
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Applying this lens to Bond’s play reveals how ecological degradation and survival 

are inseparable from class oppression and moral dilemmas. 

Ecological Dimensions in The Bundle 

The River as Symbol 

The abandoned child in the river, central to Bond’s narrative, is not only a metaphor 

for moral sacrifice but also an ecological image. Water embodies both life and danger, 

reflecting how natural resources are entangled with human survival and ethical choices. The 

river dramatizes the precariousness of existence in a world where ecological and social crises 

converge. 

Survival and Scarcity 

Nazki emphasizes class struggle, but scarcity in The Bundle can also be read 

ecologically. The play dramatizes how environmental precarity intensifies social inequality, 

forcing communities into ethical compromises. Scarcity of resources becomes a catalyst  for 

moral dilemmas, linking ecological degradation with revolutionary politics. 

Capitalism and Ecology 

Bond critiques capitalist structures; ecocriticism extends this critique to 

environmental exploitation. Industrial capitalism not only oppresses workers but also 

depletes ecosystems, creating a dual crisis of social and ecological justice. This aligns with 

Buell’s (1995) argument that capitalist modernity is inseparable from ecological destruction. 

 

Critique of Nazki’s Marxist Reading 

Nazki’s Marxist analysis is compelling but anthropocentric. By focusing solely on 

human class relations, the paper overlooks: 

• How ecological imagery strengthens Bond’s critique of capitalism. 

• How environmental ethics complicate revolutionary ideals. 
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• How collective responsibility must extend beyond human society to include 

ecological stewardship. 

Bond’s theatre, when read eco-critically, reveals that revolutionary justice cannot be 

confined to human struggles alone. 

Eco-Critical Reinterpretation 

Justice Beyond Humanity 

Revolutionary justice in The Bundle should be read as encompassing ecological 

justice. The abandoned child symbolizes not only human sacrifice but also the neglected 

“child” of nature under capitalist exploitation. 

Compassion and Ecology 

Nazki highlights compassion as a revolutionary value. Ecocriticism reframes 

compassion as extending to non-human life, challenging anthropocentric revolutionary 

politics. Compassion becomes a principle of ecological ethics, urging solidarity with 

ecosystems. 

Theatre as Environmental Consciousness 

Bond’s politically conscious theatre, as Nazki notes, is a tool for social 

transformation. Eco-critically, it also becomes a medium for environmental awareness, 

urging audiences to confront ecological crises alongside moral dilemmas. Theatre thus 

becomes a site of ecological pedagogy, shaping environmental consciousness. 

 

Conclusion 

Nazki’s study successfully situates The Bundle within Marxist revolutionary 

discourse, but an eco-critical perspective reveals deeper layers of meaning. Bond’s play 

critiques not only capitalism’s social injustices but also its ecological destructiveness. By 
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integrating ecocriticism, we see that revolutionary ideals must embrace environmental ethics, 

and moral dilemmas extend to the survival of ecosystems. 

Thus, The Bundle becomes a text of eco-political urgency, challenging audiences to 

envision justice that is both social and ecological. This expanded reading situates Bond’s 

theatre within the environmental humanities, making it relevant to contemporary debates on 

climate change, ecological justice, and sustainable futures. 
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